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‘Coraline’ Comprehension 
 

Use the text to help you answer the questions below. 

If you see a light bulb next to the question, you will need to think about your 
own thoughts or opinions, based on what you have read. 
 
1. How do we know the house is very old? 
 
The text says that it has an attic under the roof, a cellar under the ground and 
an overgrown garden with huge old trees in it. 
 
2. How many other people live in the old house? 

 
3 
 
3. What do the other members of the house do that annoys Coraline? 
 
They keep getting her name wrong and calling her Caroline. 
 
4. Why was Coraline doubtful that the man upstairs actually had a mouse circus 
upstairs? 
 
He said that she couldn’t see the circus yet because the mice hadn’t rehearsed 
properly yet and they weren’t playing the songs that he’d given them.  
 
5. Why is there a colon after the word ‘garden’ at the top of p.13? 
 
The colon happens before the list of contents that are found in the garden. 
 
6. Give two adjectives that could describe Coraline, from the information we’ve got 
from p.13-14? 
 

• Appropriate adjectives that the children choose 
 
7. What had Coraline learned from watching the natural-history program on the 
television? 
 
She had learned about protective coloration – when animals change the way they 
look to protect themselves from predators. 
 
8. What jobs did Coraline’s parents have? 
 
They both worked with computers 
 
9. Which adjectives are used to describe the key to the locked door in the 
drawing room? 
 
Oldest, biggest, blackest and rustiest 
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10. What caused Coraline to feel nervous when she got out of bed? How would 
you feel if you were Coraline? 
 
The black shape was moving into the drawing room – she wasn’t sure if it was a 
spider. I would also feel frightened and scared because the black shape is so 
mysterious (suggested answer). 
 
 


